THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND.

In fact, the waterfall created by the explosion, rendered
the construction of two bridges necessary, one on Prospect
Heights, the other on the shore. Now the plateau and
the shore were transversely divided by a watercourse, which
had to be crossed to reach the northern part of the island
To avoid it the colonists had been obliged to make a
considerable detour, by climbing up to the source of the
Red Creek. The simplest thing was to establish on the
plateau, and on the shore, two bridges from twenty to five
and twenty feet in length. All the carpenter's work that
was needed was to clear some trees of their branches : this
was a business of some days. Directly the bridges were
established, Neb and Pencroft profited by them to go to
the oyster-bed which had been discovered near the downs,
They dragged with them a sort of rough cart, which
replaced the former inconvenient hurdle, and brought back
some thousands of oysters, which soon increased among
the rocks and formed a bed at the mouth of the Mercy
These molluscs were of excellent quality, and the colonists
consumed some daily*
It has been seen that Lincoln Island, although its in-
habitants had as yet only explored a small portion of it,
already contributed to almost all their wants. It was
probable that if they hunted into its most secret recesses^
in all the wooded part between the Mercy and Reptile
Point, they would find new treasures.